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Friend --

As friends and neighbors prepare to lay flowers and wreaths, and float lanterns across the
waters of Hawai'i this Memorial Day, Dawn’s and my thoughts are invariably with the military
families who strengthen our community by their example. They are the embodiment of Hawai'i's
long history of proud military service.

Both Dawn's father and my own served in the distinguished 100th infantry battalion during the
Second World War, along with so many others. We know the pride of loved ones in military
service. We also grieve with the families whose brave sons and daughters, as well as mothers
and fathers, leave home to serve, never to return.

On this day, let us all reflect on the sacrifices made by those who serve in uniform, protecting us
near and far. And let us strive, together, for a world in which need for those sacrifices may be
diminished.

Mahalo,

David Ige
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