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Aloha Friend --

I’d like to share an article that allows you to get to know David, my friend since childhood, better.

It’s a little longer than our normal emails, but I hope you enjoy it as much as the campaign’s
supporters who’ve commented on it so far.

Thanks to editor Steve Petranik for publishing his observations in this month’s edition of Hawaii
Business magazine.

 

Hanging Out With David Ige, Editor’s Note

Steve Petranik, Hawaii Business

As a journalist, I get more chances to meet our leading politicians than the average citizen. But
Hawaii is such an intimate and casual place you don’t always need special access to talk story
with the powerful – or someone who might soon become the most powerful person in the state.

I first met David Ige in a typical gathering place of Hawaii politics: a school cafeteria. The evening
air was still and humid as about 130 voters came to hear the candidates at Kealakehe High
School, on the gentle slope above Kailua-Kona, with views out the open cafeteria doors and

windows that stretched to the ocean.

The Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce sponsored this last debate of the campaign on July 29,
one final chance for voters to assess the policies and personalities of two men as different as

mauka and makai.

After the debate, it was retail politics on the cafeteria floor, with both men talking with individual
voters before rushing off to Kona Airport to catch the second-last plane to Oahu. I was on the

same flight, and found Ige in that wonderfully open-air waiting area at Kona Airport. As befitted
his low-cost campaign, it was just Ige, his eldest daughter, Lauren, and one advisor, state Rep.
Gregg Takayama, hanging out near the gate where everyone who recognized Ige could have
asked how he was going to solve their problems. Except, nobody seemed to notice this quiet,

unassuming man.

I didn’t take advantage of the situation journalistically – I feel politicians deserve their time off, just
as I do. Instead, we joked and talked about personal things like our children and the high cost of
college (all three of his children are in college now). I know it’s unfair, but I often judge parents by

their children. On those grounds, Ige and his wife get an A because Lauren is smart, articulate
and polite.
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On the plane, in another of those small-town encounters that happen in Hawaii, I sat in economy
class across the aisle from Ige and his daughter. But, following a few niceties, I left them alone.

After all, it had a been a long day on the campaign trail and, if elected, Ige will be so busy for the
next four years. There won’t be many moments for alone time with his daughter.

Can you work with us and donate $10, $25 or more to keep David on the campaign trail as we
count down to Election Day on Tuesday, November 4th?  Please click here.

On the Campaign Trail to Victory with David,

Leighton K. Lee (Interim Campaign Manager)
Campaign Manager

https://www.davidige.org/

Connect With Us!
Donate Facebook Twitter

This email was sent to mberg@crossroadscampaigns.com.
To stop receiving emails, click here.
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