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Aloha Friend --

Last week, | introduced a bill in the State Senate to increase funding to public school's athletic programs.
Since the funds were cut six years ago, many schools have had to cut coaching positions, limit away
games due to lack of transportation funds, and even begin charging their athletes to play.

Want to learn more? Click here to see Hawai'i News Now's segment and click here to see my interview
on KITV yesterday morning!

| believe that participation in sports beneficially impacts many of our students’ education experience,
inside and outside of the classroom, not to mention physical fithess. Recognizing the positive influence of
coaches and athletics gives us another way to invest in the next generation, and help our students
succeed in the on and off the field.

We can work together to move Hawai'i forward. The first committee hearing will be this afternoon, with
more to follow. Residents can submit testimony online to participate in the legislative process by clicking
here. | encourage all of you to share your story and tell the legislature why you believe that high school
athletics are important for our state!

Mahalo,

Senator David Ige
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