
 

The 2003 Legislature is underway and 
this year, I will be chairing the newly 
formed Committee on Science, Art, 
and Technology.  This committee cov-
ers programs relating to astronomy, 
biotechnology, and other scientific re-
search and development activities.  It 
also covers culture, historic preserva-
tion, and the arts as well as telecommu-
nications technologies by public agen-
cies.   

Together with the Committee on Eco-
nomic Development, chaired by Sena-
tor Carol Fukunaga, we held a number 
of exciting and informative informa-
tional briefings to help set the agenda 
for this session.   

 
 Sincerely, 

 David Y. Ige 
 State Senator 

16th District 
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Getting Involved   
 
Have you ever wanted to participate in the legislative process but 

weren’t quite sure how?  There are many ways that you can get involved.  One 
is by attending informational briefings and hearings to learn about and under-
stand the current issues.   

 
Another way to get involved is by contacting your elected representa-

tives to share your concerns.  There may be several issues in your neighbor-
hood or community that attract your attention.  For example, your community 
doesn’t have a public library, or an intersection near your home needs a pedes-
trian crosswalk, or the schools in your area need money to repair classroom 
buildings.  You can let your legislator know how you feel about a particular 
issue by calling, writing, faxing, or e-mailing your concerns to them.  You 
may not always get a personal reply because of the large volume of mail and 
telephone calls.  However,  all opinions and ideas from constituents are con-
sidered and incorporated into the legislative decision-making process. 

 
Here are some helpful guidelines to make your correspondence as 

effective as possible:  
— Be brief, clear, and to the point.  If possible, limit letters to one or two 

 pages. 
— Use your own words.  An individualized letter is much more  
    effective than a form letter. 
— Explain the reasons for your position and know the issue.  Take time to    
    learn as much as possible about the history and current status of the issues 
    that interest you.  If possible, find out which groups share both similar and 
    opposing views.   
— Sign your name legibly.  Include your mailing address or e-mail address,  
    and a phone number if you wish. 
 
 Keep in mind that timing is critical.  Make sure your letter, fax, e-
mail, or phone call arrives in time for your views, comments and concerns to 
be properly considered by a legislator.  You are free to contact your legislator 
at anytime during the year.  However, you must contact your legislator a few 
weeks before the session starts if you have a bill request.   All bills for the leg-
islative session must be introduced within the first seven days of Opening 
Day.  During the first three days, senators are allowed to introduce an unlim-
ited number of bills.  For the remaining four days, a limit is imposed and sena-
tors can introduce only five bills per day.    
 
 To learn more about getting involved, visit www.capitol.hawaii.gov 
for a look at A Citizen Guide to Participation in the Legislative Process.    

 




