
Health Issues 
As Hawaii’s population grows older, the State needs to address complex issues  
such as long-term care financing, the rising cost of prescription drugs, and phy-
sician-assisted suicides.   

HB2638 HD2 SD1  enacts the Hawaii long-term 
care financing Act; creates the Hawaii long-term 
care benefits fund to hold the premiums and to pay 
benefits; establishes a board of trustees to adminis-
ter the fund.  HB2638 HD2 SD1 passed Third Read-
ing in the Senate and was transmitted to the House. 

HB1950 SD2  establishes the Medicaid prescrip-
tion drug expansion program to offer discounted prescription drugs to qualified 
individuals whose income is at or below 300 percent of the federal poverty level.  
HB1950 SD2 passed Third Reading in the Senate and was transmitted to the 
House. 

HB2834 SD2  establishes a pharmaceutical discount program for all state resi-
dents under which the State obtains manufacturers' rebates on drugs that are 
offered at discounted prices to program participants.  HB2834 SD2 passed 
Third Reading in the Senate and was transmitted to the House. 

HB2487 HD1  allows a terminally ill, competent adult to obtain a prescription 
for medication to end his or her life in a humane and dignified manner through 
a self-administered oral lethal dose. Prohibits mercy killings, lethal injections, 
and active euthanasia.  The Senate  committee on Health and Human Services 
deferred the measure. 

Digital Media Update 
Sustaining a viable film industry is part of our continuing efforts to help diver-
sify the State’s economy and establish Hawaii as a place to do business.   

SB3021 SD2  expands the tax credit for motion picture and film production to 
include up to an unspecified amount of the costs of wages and salaries, capped 
at $25,000 per employee; includes commercials in motion picture and film pro-
duction.  SB3021 SD2 passed Third Reading in the House and was transmitted 
to the Senate. 

(continued on Page 2) 

Second Crossover for bills fell on 
Friday, April 5.  Many of the bills 
voted on during Second Crossover 
will have been amended in the 
non-originating chamber.  Should 
the Senate disagree to the House 
amendments, or vise-versa, a bill 
will be referred to a conference 
committee where appointed con-
ferees from both houses will at-
tempt to reach an agreement on 
the final language of a bill. 

If you have any questions or com-
ments on Capitol Connection, 
please write me at 
sendige@capitol.hawaii.gov 

While you’re at it, let me know if 
you want certain issues or bills 
covered in future issues.     

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 David Y. Ige 
 State Senator 

17th District 
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