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The Queen's physicians Of't'ice Building, I 
1380 Lusitana Strect, Suira 507 

Paul T. Morris, M.D. Honolulu. Hawaii 968 19 
Office: iXOt3) 521 -4664 

Gcncral and Thoracic SUrg~ry Fax: (808) 52 1 4726 

TO: Sen. David Ige, Chair 
Sea Dom Mercado Kim, Vice Chair 
Members of the on htergrrvernmmtat A f f d  
Sen, Rosalyn Baker, Chair 
Sen. Suzanne Chm Oakland, Vice Chair 
Mmbem of the Committee on Health 

RE: SB L ~ 4   elating to Excise Tax on Wealthwe 

DATE: Febnrsuy 9,2006,2:45 pm, Room 225 

My mime is Paul No&, Mb. I am the past President of the Maw& Society of Clinical 
Oncology, ag well as past board member of the h e r i m  Cancer Society, c m t  Cancer 
C o d t t e e  Chair at Queens, and I currmtly serve on the National C a d -  on Cancer 
for the American CoHege of Surgeons. I am bere today to offer a personal perspective on 
behalf of my patients. 

As s thoracic surgical oncologist, I have treated thousands of residents in our State, 
m y  from the neighbor islands. Not a day gats by where I dcm't see someone struggle 
to pay their h d t h  care expenses, esMally those with m p h i c  illnesses from the 
nei@bar islands. In addition to the usual expenses, b e  patients are burdencd with 
hive1 costs and time off &om work. 

Tf they need a big cancer opemiion, they travel to O h  They must get up early to get 10 
the airport when they are not feling well, usually with the help of a family member or 
fiend. They might corns to my office, perhaps get a CAT scan at Qumm, or visit their 
oncologist before retwnhg home. Tirecl and worrid, these patients are doing their best 
to make their appointments and comply witb treatment plans. 

1 beliave all patients, whether they are &om the neighbor islands or Oahu residents, 
shouid be exempt from an increase in GET on medical services, Therefore, I strongly 
urge you to consider supporting 5& Mr). &cause I do not believe that these patients catl 
withstand yet another burden as they fight for their lives. 

Think you very much for considerin$ my opinion an this matter. I appmiate the 
opportunity to present my thoughts to yw. 

Pad T. Morris, MD, FACS 


