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HAWAII RIFLE ASSOCIATION THE STATE AFFILIATE 

Founded 1857 OF THE NATIOMAL 
RIFLE ASSOCIATION 

February 12,2006 . 

TESTIMONY ON SB2531,IN STRONG SUPPORT 
Befbre the Conimitke on Zntergovernrnental Affairs, 
Tuesday, February 14,2006 
3:00 PM, ConferenceRoom 225 
Sgt-At-Anns please provide 35 copies 

Honowble Chair, Co-ChakIand Members, 

Hawaii Rifle Association is in strong support of this bill to requirethe County Chiefsof 
police to issue permits to carry handguns to adults with proper training and no 
disqudifjhg mental health or criminal rekord. 

This bill has undergofie several revisions since last heard in the House Judiciary, 4 years 
ago. It .isbased on Florida's successful law, adapted to Hawaii. Unlike Florida's bill, it 
is only about handguns (not knives,etc.), and this bill adds locked mental health units to 
the list of  locations where carry is not l a m .  

It does not propose a new law; it just fxes'theold one, which is broken. Hawaii is a 
"may issue" state. The County Chief?, of Poljce may issue licenses to carry concealed 
handguns. It is totally at the discretionof your county Chief. You amnot hold the Chief 
responsiblefor failure to issue you a permit, even ifyou are injured as a result. Yow 
survivorswillnot prevail in a suit againstthe City and County, even if your deathresults 
from,the Chiefs denial. Also, under the present statute, the applicants must show 
"nekd",i.e.,that they are at risk. Presumably,if that risk is no l o w ,  the p d t  is not 
renewable. This bill does not give the authorities the opportunitytojudge need and 
themby arbitrarily deny an applicant. The pemrit is renewable if there are no interim 
disqualifyiag circ\rmstances. 

Opponents predict wild-west shootouts if you pass this bill. Not inthe other 35 states 
that have adopted shall-issue laws. None have experien~edthat. No states have 
rescinded their sh&iisuc laws. Therewas nowave of vigilantism in Hawaii when 
permits were available. HPD Chief Dougla3 Gibb issued permits to c q . His 
successor, chief ~ i c b lNakamura instituted a policy of no permits to civilians. He 
even took back the permits for sheriRs. Former Governor Ben Cayetano carried a 
conkededbandgunwhen he was a State Representativeand a deputy sheriff. 
kdcamuta's success~rsand thi:other County Chiefshave mahhhed the no-permits 
policy. Only law enforcement or military or security whose d@esrequire concealed 
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cany.are permitt&, There is ody one civilian permit in the whole state, the armorer to 
WD. . i . ' . . . . . . .. 

' . . '  .. ' 

Whw tbenwere&&&nPts st burglary of my medical ofiiw, cmd apatient threatened 
my life,1wrote to Chief Nakgmura faa permit to oany. A C a p U  'h&?reP&kdfor 
him with a l em explaining that I did not meet their criteriaandthat Ishould call the 
police if1 were ever threat& ALtbough my alarm ~EU$bmught Kailua police within 
five niinute~,the burglar who left torch marks onmy offit;e door and a hole intrhe 
hallway c e ' i  was never caught. A police Sgt. visitd me and asked me to drapthe 
terroristic threatening c h g e  against my patient so that HE'D could close the m,as they 
could not find tbis man who had tbatenedto run me over withbis car. I declined, and 
again supplied his ad- . . . . number. ,aadpbo? , 

Pmfes~orJohdLott.l$stBddlSg4ed the Hawaii Stak Senate Judiciary on thisissue 4 yews 
ago. Hisra&h, reportedinhis book, More Guns, LessCvi*, shpm that violent and 
property crime g9.p-dowohi fohntics or states that enact shall-issuelaws. T w ,  
~ a ~ &has &lati% lower than avkrage rates for violent clrime,espddy compared tb 
other measlikeWashington DC and htroit, but we stillbve too much. Opponents d 
this bill haye So just& why they cippose the 15% fitdent crime redwon predicted 
for. &tes that'adopt a shall-issue law. There is no downside,no.ofbt thg in- in 
problems withpermittees. Florida is.agood example. Their.?awenfor~q .1~ t  . . leadem 

endorsed,th& c elaw'andfollowed statisticsup ;carefully'after itsenac-
. . .. 
Virtually no'.pe&i&'have been revoked for criminal.activity., ' 

V h a y  all.qfthe pe~pleoffering testimony in suppart.oh this billconsiderthemselves 
patriots. We comider it duty to actively support the principles thal were adopted at 
the bjr@qf:our~ q t r yand have led it togreatness. We respectfullyremind you&at 
your oath of office @chidesa promise to supportthe Conlstitution of the United States of 
Ame~,ca.andthat ofthe State of Hawaii, inclqding the 2* hnmdmentto the US 
~Comtit&i~n, .1,'section17ofthe H a w  Starte Constrttution,which mirmrsaed ~rticle 
that A.mAmmdmcllc "...the right of the people to keep and lkra [italics added]arms 
shall not be Wingedn 

HPDha9 wash@ its hands,ofthe mandate f h m  the federal governmitoprovide reW 
law enforcementofficerswith m u ~ ypermits. They passed the bucktothe State Attorney 
General. Perhaps ;BPDshould step aside and r&liuquislhthe implementationof this 
billto the AG, too. 

Please pass thh bii on far fnrtber debate inJudiciary. 

Thank you for the~ p p o d t yto testify on behalf of HR+k 

M-4--
Dr.Maxwell A. Cooper, 
Legislative ChairP261:-8888 


