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Thank you tbl. ulloivillg me to provide bvritterl testimony 111 support of SB 2404. 1 ~ , o u l d  11ke ro 
ask tbr your suppvrt of this bill. 

The County ijf Hawaii Fire Department is the pri~nnty elrlergcricy services provider hl: t1j.e enlirc 
island. mTith this measure, we are request-ir~g to increase our EMS budget in the an~ount o f  
$51 2,93 1 to providc lijr dedicateti stuffing of our Air Medical Helicopter. Thc justification and 
background on this issue is directly related to both uperatio~lal effcctivenass and safety. 

13aseit out of'the South Kohala Fire Station, the Air Mcdical He1iw)pter unit providcs island wide 
cmergeilcy lAespoIlse and ti-misj?o~-t of critically inj~11-sd or ill patients. Thc care and treatmenf o f  
tile patients is pcrfonnd and provided by a crew of unc Mobile Tntcnsivt: Care Teclmician and 
orlc Emc~-gency Mediczil 'I'wlln ician. 

Under our ~ u ~ r e n t  policies aiid pruccdurea, these crew umnbers arc takm fi-oin the South Kohnla 
District ground ambulance unit on an "as needed" or per i~lcidellt. rcsponsc basis. T h i s  ~?lact ice 
and psoccdut-c rcsults in thc rc~nilval f io lm service--a critical 1-esc~urce--that serves a well 
populated and divcrsc district. The cn~~tingeiicy plans for staffing the he1icopte1- it1 tlre evellr rlrar 
thc South Kohrtla ~ ~ C L I I I C ~  r~l~~bultlnce unit i s  unavaiiablc is to utilize tile personnel and staft'i~f the 
Waikoloa pound ambulance unit or for the pilot to 1,eupond solo to the i:lciclenl scenc and uiiiizc 
the msponding ground ullii pwsotmel. 
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Both of these prncedurcs have a dirccl nllpact on maintaining area service coveriige ns wcIl as 
creating situation whereby the safety of thc tnissivn arid public is comprol~lisecl. For exa~nyle. if 
the pi lot respoads to the sccnc alone, helsllc n ~ u y  be ur~ahlc to land at or in close pt-nximity to the 
scene due to limited visuai nbscrvaticm and asstissment of the 8r.en, Thc crew members, wllert 
prcsetlt, pt-ovidc for and uid in. maintaining sclcquatr: visual assessment of all hazards and 
obstacics that may hc at the scene of an incident., I11 additioi~, the rcspunue of a fully slriffed unit 
assures that. carc and tl-allspc>l-I: may be estal~lishcil and initiate~l itn~mcdiate,ly upon the ; ~ n i v a l  of 
the aircraft. 

Ciiven thc aebra-~~cntioned infuimatioti and issucs, vJe are. requcsring Lhe necessary h i l i n g  to 
provjdc for thc staffing t)f the k.ir Mccliml ~ u ~ i t  a~:nuntl thi: clock eveiy day. 
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